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JEDDAH – Residents  no longer trust  their civ il serv ants  and are now doing

their own saf ety  checks on the barriers holding Misk Lake’s raw sewage f rom

f lowing into the city .

Misk Lake, located in east Jeddah, has become a nightmare f or the inhabitants

of  this coastal city .

City  of f icials  hav e told residents  the lake is  saf e but  env ironmental experts

hav e rejected this and claim it is an imminent threat to the city .

Muhammad Al-Qahtani,  70,  who liv es  in  Al-Samer District,  one of  the f our

threatened districts,  said  he is  making periodic  checks  on the lake.  “I  liv e

within walking distance.  All the inhabitants  in the district  sense the danger.  I

now come to check my self  how saf e the banks were,” he said.

Hassan Siddiqi Yousif  of  Al-Saf a District 11 has been working with his camels

in the area f or 25 y ears. He said there are now cracks in the land that he has

nev er seen bef ore and believ es this is caused by  the lake. “I came my self  to

see if  the lake poses  a threat  because I  read about  it  in the newspapers.  I

wanted  to  see  whether  the  concrete  barrier,  which  protects  the  lake  f rom

collapse, is leaking or not. The barrier is still strong and not leaking.”

Muhammad Faisal,  f rom Al-Samer District  3,  said he thanked Allah Almighty

that his area was not  af f ected by  the f loods, but  said that  he is  also worried

about the lake. “The rise in the water lev el of  the lake has become a source of

great worry  to all the residents in the city , that’s why  I hav e come to probe the

matter my self .”

Muhammad Al-Mazmoumi said he started v isiting the lake af ter hearing that

of f icials had warned people to ev acuate the area.

He said the warning caused a great deal of  panic among people liv ing east of

the Jeddah-Makkah Expressway . He added that he had also v isited the district

of  Quwaizah to see the damage caused by  the f loods.  “If  there were f lood

canals, this disaster would not hav e happened,” he said. – Okaz/SG
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